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East-West Tie
Transmission Project

Project Summary

Season’s Greetings from the
NextBridge Infrastructure Team!

The East-West Tie is an approximately 450kilometre, doublecircuit, 230 kilovolt (kV) transmission line connecting the Wawa
Transformer Station to the Lakehead Transformer Station in the
Municipality of Shuniah near Thunder Bay, with a connection at
the Marathon Transformer Station. This infrastructure project
will ensure the long-term reliability of the electricity supply in
northwestern Ontario and support growth in the region for
generations to come.

Wishing you a safe and happy
holiday season.
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Construction Update

Staying Safe and Trail Closures

Ground broke on this vital infrastructure project in September
2019 with an official ribbon cutting ceremony taking place
shortly after. The ceremony was attended by representatives
of Indigenous communities nearest the project, local elected
representatives and the Minister of Energy, Northern
Development and Mines and Minister of Indigenous Affairs, the
Hon. Greg Rickford.

We ask those living, working or travelling in construction zones to
be extra cautious as there will be increased construction traffic
and possibly limited access in some areas.
Snowmobilers and trail users should respect temporary trail
closures and use caution in the right-of-way and along access
roads that may be used for construction and eventual operation
of the transmission line.

Since that time, NextBridge has continued construction along the
rugged north shore of Lake Superior. Due to COVID-19-induced
construction delays, the in-service date has been moved to
March 2022.

COVID-19 Response
Your safety and that of East-West Tie workers is the priority. As the
unprecedented impact of COVID-19 began to be realized, NextBridge
and Valard took the responsible step of temporarily suspending
construction in early April 2020 and developed a robust COVID-19
management plan in consultation with local communities and health
authorities to allow construction to resume in a safe manner.
NextBridge will continue to engage with local municipalities,
Indigenous communities and public health agencies as we all
navigate these challenging times to ensure the ongoing health and
safety of those living, working and traveling along the right-of-way.

Rate Case Filing Submitted to
the Ontario Energy Board
On November 18, 2020, the Ontario Energy Board accepted our
Rate Case filing for the project. The submission and supporting
evidence are posted on the Ontario Energy Board website under
case number EB-2020-0150. These documents are also available
on the “Public Record Documents” page of the project website at
www.nextbridge.ca.

Supercom, Valard and Contracting/Employment Opportunities
NextBridge is proud to have partnered with Supercom Industries
LP to support the construction of the East-West Tie. Supercom is
a 100% Indigenous owned limited partnership between the
Indigenous communities most proximate to the project and was
formed to manage procurement of materials, services and labour.
Valard was selected as the general contractor for the project and
has extensive experience across North America constructing
electricity transmission projects and has met the challenges
posed by this project with the professionalism and expertise you
would expect from such a trusted company.
NextBridge, Valard and Supercom are committed to hiring local
and contracting with local companies as much as possible. To
learn more, please visit www.SupercomIndustries.com for current
employment and contracting opportunities. You can also sign up
on the Supercom website to be notified of future opportunities.

The East-West Tie promotes economic participation
by creating development opportunities for Indigenous
communities:
• Approximately 50% of contract staff currently working
on the project hail from Indigenous communities.
• Over 200 Indigenous community members were trained
to work on the project.
• Six most proximate First Nations will purchase a 20%
ownership stake in the project once completed.
• Indigenous Facilitators from each proximate community
are monitoring construction work.
Our partnership with Supercom reflects our commitment
to provide sustainable, long-term benefits to Indigenous
communities.

Community Investment
NextBridge appreciates the important role of right-of-way
communities in constructing the East-West Tie and we continue
to be a supportive partner through community investment. To
date, NextBridge has supported local festivals, improvements
to community facilities, and supported safety and health-related
initiatives in local communities.

This year, NextBridge donated $10,000 to right-of-way
community food banks given the increased pressures they
have faced due to COVID-19.
> Project team members deliver a cheque to support the Community
Centre and Fire Department in the Township of Dorion

If you have a project or initiative that supports community safety,
culture or the environment in a right-of-way community, please
consider applying for community investment funding. Forms and
additional information can be found on the “In Your Community”
page at NextBridge.ca.

“Thank you to the NextBridge Community Investment Fund for
the generous donation, which greatly assisted us in continuing
our work with those in need during this stressful time.”
– Margaret Chapman,
Coordinator of the Wawa Community Food Bank.
NextBridge appreciates the support these organizations
provide to communities and we were pleased to help them
continue to do work under trying circumstances.
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Right of Way Tour September 2020
In late August/early September of this year, while taking necessary
COVID-19 precautions such as practicing social distancing and
wearing face coverings, NextBridge project leaders visited partner
Indigenous communities and several right-of-way municipalities for
the first time since the beginning of the pandemic.
Our municipal stops included a ground-breaking at the work camp
site in White River, delivery of a community investment cheque
in support of Winnie’s Hometown Festival, as well as community
investment cheque presentations to Dorion for community center
upgrades and Personal Protective Equipment for the Dorion
Fire Department.

Ways to stay up to date and in touch
The project website includes up to date information and links
to public record documents such as the Detailed Project Plans
for each workfront and key areas.

www.NextBridge.ca

During the tour, NextBridge met with partner Indigenous
communities to conclude agreements allowing the project
to traverse reserve and traditional lands, participate in
traditional ceremonies, and conduct right-of-way tours. It was
also an opportunity to promote the meaningful participation
of Indigenous communities in the project through ongoing
dialogue and collaboration. The ongoing collaboration of our
Indigenous partners on the project is paramount to its successful
construction and operation.
NextBridge valued the opportunity to reconnect with our
Indigenous and municipal partners. We thank you for hosting us in
your communities and are proud to continue working with you on
the project.

A Facebook Group has been established and includes timely
updates on construction and other activities on the right-of-way.
Search for the “NextBridge East-West Tie Line Project” Group
on Facebook. Request membership and you will be added to
the group.
A community Liaison has been assigned to respond to
concerns and questions about the project. The Liaison can be
reached through the established communication channels for
the project, namely info@nextbridge.ca and 1-888-767-3006.

